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METHODOLOGY
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Indigenist methodology 

cannot be discussed 

without first unpacking 

the historically 

exploitative relationship 

between researchers and 

Indigenous people. 



RESEARCH AS COLONISATION

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-05-21/indigenous-bones-returned-from-overseas-reveal-cruel-treatment/11078792
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/may/27/new-zealand-repatriation-remains-maori-indigenous-people-mummified-heads
https://www.theage.com.au/national/remains-of-truganini-coming-home-after-130-years-20020529-gdu8yv.html
https://www.mataatua.com/home/mataatua-house-came-home


RESEARCH AS INTERVENTION



INDIGENIST FEMINIST APPROACH IN PRACTICE
“DON’T TALK ABOUT WHAT YOU DON’T KNOW”

“NOTHING ABOUT US WITHOUT US” 

• The lived experiences of Indigenous women. 

• Privilege the voices of Indigenous women 

• the feminist priority area of gender-based violence, but through 
the lens of Indigenous agency and empowerment

• Focus on how Indigenous women address the problems within 
their own homes and communities. 

• Consider the power structures which oppress Indigenous 
women in relationships with their partners and the state –
contextualised within the ongoing colonisation of Indigenous 
peoples’ lands and how this affects Indigenous women.

• a methodology which is participatory and considerate of local 
knowledge

• qualitative methods are also favoured by feminist standpoint 
theory and Indigenist methodology 

• The research and researchers practice cultural safety

• Data sovereignty 



PARTICIPATORY CASE STUDIES

• Galwin’ku Women’s Space

• Strong Women Talking

• The separate National Action Plans for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
women 

Three participatory case studies

• Targeted at preventing violence against Indigenous women.

• Indigenous-led: Indigenous women have been instrumental to conception, design, 
delivery and leadership

• Working within Indigenous contexts in Australia.

• Willingness to work in partnership on this research project. 

Selection Criteria:



INDIGENOUS WOMEN’S MOVEMENTS ALREADY 

HAVING IMPACT ON POLICY CHANGE 

"Nobody listens to us, they talk over the top of us, they tell us what we are doing in our 

communities, and no-one listens to the women in the communities, towns, and suburbs 

who have to deal with all those young women, older women and children fleeing from 

violence.”


