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women
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Health sector response 
"What"

"How”

strengthen the capacity of 
health-care providers

strengthen health 
systems





WHO tools to support health systems

Responding to 
intimate partner 
violence and 
sexual violence 
against women: 
WHO clinical and 
policy guidelines

Strengthening 
the medico-
legal response 
to sexual 
violence

Health care for 
women 
subjected to 
IPV or SV: 
A clinical 
handbook

Strengthening 
health systems to 
respond to 
women subjected 
to IPV or SV: 
A manual for 
health managers

Caring for 
women 
subjected to 
violence: A 
WHO 
curriculum for 
training health-
care providers

WHO Clinical 
Guidelines for 
responding to 
children and 
adolescents 
who have been 
sexually abused
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Available from: https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications

https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications


WHO Member States adopted a 
resolution (WHA 67.15) to 
strengthen the role of the health 
system in addressing violence, in 
particular against women and girls, 
and against children

67th World Health 
Assembly, May 2014



69th World Health Assembly, 
May 2016
The Ministries of Health of  the 193 
Member States of WHO, endorse the 
global plan of action on 
strengthening the health system’s 
role in addressing violence against 
women and girls and against 
children

Political mandate for health response to VAW

4 strategic directions

1. Strengthen health system leadership 
and governance in addressing VAW

2. Strengthen health service delivery 
and health workers’ capacity to 
respond to violence against women

3. Strengthen programming to prevent 
violence

4. Strengthen research and evidence
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